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THE GROVE
Tucked away in a handful of acres on the east side of the HS track is an area our district has

affectionally nicknamed "The Grove." This area is of great importance to our campus as it is

where all of the water from "above" our campus and surrounding roads is funneled, collected,

and piped underground through the entire campus to Canada Street. As you can imagine, it is a

lot of water flowing, all of the time! On Saturday, July 17th, our town sustained a rain event and

flood that was said to "never have been seen like it before." The Grove area, creek banks, and

basins were carved out and destroyed by the sheer amount of water and the velocity at which it

was flowing. Fallen trees and vegetation now limited the flow.

Working together with the NYSDEC, Erie County Soil and Water, and a local contractor, a plan

was created to revitalize the creek bottom and banks. Creating "lifts" and restricting dams to

slow the water down will allow for bottom to naturally rebuild itself, instead of continuing to

carve away. Gabian stone was placed along the banks for stabilization. We used a variety of

grasses, wheat, and rye to establish a healthy root system to naturally stabilize the earth, and to

give our students the opportunity to differentiate and study. Exploration and nature trails are

being redeveloped to allow for a natural, outdoor learning experience. We expect The Grove to

be an ever-evolving, exploratory area for our students for many, many years to come!

 ECC Environmental Science

students took a tour of

Holland High School and

H.O.B. Elementary School's

grounds with Mr. Christ, the

director of buildings and

grounds. Mr. Christ shared

the district's plans for

environmentally sound

practices for building the

new track facility and

mitigating flooding issues on

campus. Students will

research plans for making

the campus a living and

functioning outdoor

environmental science lab

for elementary and high

school students to use.



Afterschool enrichment opportunities began at the elementary school in November.
Teachers are offering different sessions after school on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays to
enhance student learning in fun and creative ways!
Session topics include:
     Digital Media Club
     Homework Help + Review Games
     Kicking It! (Karate themed fact fluency)
     Sight Word Games

Miss out on the first round of registration? Keep your eyes peeled for a second chance
to register in February! More information on session grade levels and dates will be
available then. After school transportation is available.

HOLLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO GET
BACK TO THEIR ROOTS
When you enter the Middle School lobby you’ll notice the
addition of a big mural of a tree depicting the school’s new
motto. The work to develop this started before the
pandemic began with Principal Bryan Ford leading the staff
through activities to identify the characteristics we want to
see grow in students through the Middle School years,
essentially creating a vision for the school. The work then
went on an unplanned pause as Covid came into the world. 
Last summer the Building Leadership Team (comprised of
teacher leaders and the principal) returned to this task to
come up with a memorable acronym of the mindsets and
habits that would help students grow in the areas the staff
had identified. Boiling down all of those great ideas into
something short and memorable was certainly a challenge,
but the team settled on five roots that worked as “I will…”
statements that could be committed to memory.

Those ROOTS statements are:
-Respect everyone -Own my actions -Overcome challenges -Think first -Strive for excellence

 
After this was agreed upon, art teacher Jen Breier went to work with Principal Ford on creating
what became an amazing artistic representation of the work (shown above). Visions and
statements of values like this are an important piece of creating a culture, but the key to it working
is helping students engage with, and embrace, the ideas. The project was rolled out to students on
the opening day of school through activities to help them start to be familiar with the ROOTS and
commit them to memory. A few weeks later, homerooms and advisory periods were used to engage
in activities that had students unpack what these words mean and what these things “look like” in
their lives (and similar activities will follow throughout the year). Staff are also committing to
referring back to these values in dealing with individual student issues, creating a “common
language” in the building. We also encourage parents to adopt the language in this motto as they
talk through goals, challenges, relationships, etc. with their children. The next time you a see a
Holland Middle Schooler ask them if they can tell you their ROOTS!

ELEMENTARY AFTERSCHOOL ACADEMY



It is hard to believe that we are almost halfway through the 2021-2022 school year. As we approach the 90th
day of school, it is important to think about all the hard work and effort that has been put in by everyone to
make this school year successful. From our buildings and grounds crew to custodial staff and from our nurses
and secretaries to our teachers, they all have gone above and beyond to make this year great for our students.
Last school year, most high school students only had 90 in-person school days due to the hybrid learning
schedule. This year we will surpass that amount on January 28th. It has been a tiring year learning to be normal
again, but hopefully the recent winter recess gave everyone a chance to relax and recharge. I give everyone
credit for their patience and understanding as we relearn how to have a normal school year.

As we move forward to the second semester, I cannot stress enough the importance of student engagement
and participation in their learning. It is essential that we work together to provide structure and support for our
students to regularly engage in meaningful learning activities and ensure that our students remain connected.
Our teachers are working around the clock to help students become successful and it is imperative for
students to keep up with their schoolwork. Parents, I encourage you to continue to refer to our school website,
www.hollandcsd.org for additional information and be sure to check your child’s progress on Parent Portal.

As we exit the holiday season, please continue following the COVID-19 and social distancing protocols. We ask
everyone to stay informed and take the necessary steps to keep yourselves, your families, and our community
healthy and safe. The ability to keep our school open for in-person learning hinges on everyone doing their
part to stay healthy. We are continuing to do all we can here to ensure the school and classrooms are as safe
as possible. If you have any questions about whether your child(ren) should attend school due to COVID
symptoms, please call our school nurse, Mrs. Regnier.

Thank you for all that you have done to keep this year running smoothly. With the continued coordination of our
district and community, I am confident that we will be able to carry on in the direction of student success.

Stay healthy,
-Mr. Jacobs,
High School Principal

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

THE EMPTY BOWL PROJECT
The high school art students sponsored their

very own Empty Bowls Project! It was held

during November at Break'n Ground Coffee

Co. in Holland on Main Street. More than 85

bowls (and cups) were made by students -

some in classes and some who participated

out of the kindness of their hearts, and all

proceeds were donated to FeedMore WNY!

HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB
PRESENTS: CINDERELLA

Showtimes: 
Friday February 11 @ 7:00pm 

Saturday February 12 @

2:00pm and 7:00pm

Tickets will be available to the

general public starting on

Friday, January 21st. More

information about purchasing

options will be available soon!

Check the website and

Facebook for updates. 



THE GREAT GINGERBREAD EXCHANGE
Students in Mrs. Pitillo's Kindergarten class
took part in a Gingerbread Exchange.
Back in November, we made 24
gingerbread boys and girls to send out to
kindergarten classrooms from schools
across our country. We also wrote a letter
telling about our class, our school, and our
community. Each class sent us a letter and
a gingerbread person in return! We have
received gingerbread from as far away as
San Ysidro, CA and as close as Port Henry,
NY. We have loved opening each letter
and learning about schools across the
United States!

Seventh graders in Miss Breier's Holland

Middle School art class participated in the

EA Lions Club-sponsored International

Peace Poster competition. This year's theme

was "We Are All Connected." Pictured (Left

to Right) are the 2021 Holland MS winners:

Addison Szucs (3rd place), Derek Melendez

(1st Place), and Danni Danebrock (2nd

Place). Derek Melendez's poster moved on

to the next round of judging in this

international competition.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PEACE POSTER WINNERS

DONATIONS FOR THE DOGS

The high school Family, Career,

and Community Leaders of

America (FCCLA)  student

members baked homemade

dog biscuits and donated them

to the Erie County SPCA and

also to the teachers at the HS

for their dogs for the holidays.  



follow us on

Facebook:

@holland.csd 

for happenings

throughout the

district

job openings and

applications are

posted to the

district website

winter weather

alerts will be

shared via "robo

call', tv, and social

media posts

Dear HCS Community Members:

Holland Central School has always held a special place in my heart. In my 12 years as the

Holland Middle School Principal, I had the opportunity to meet and work with so many amazing

teachers, support staff, students, and families. When the opportunity arose to return as

superintendent, I jumped at the chance to come home. There were a great deal of challenges

facing our district including filling administrative vacancies. We also have a building project that

needs to be completed, and we continue to deal with COVID-19 and its impact on the education

of our children.

The first order of business was to hire administrators. A High School Principal, Mr. Jacobs; a

Director of Curriculum, Mrs. Wittmeyer; and a Director of Pupil Personnel Services, Mrs.

Cavanaugh, were all welcomed into the Holland family. In my 34 years in education, I have never

worked with a more effective, efficient, and cooperative team.

Our building project is moving forward, and we are looking at the space in a different way. A

turf field that can be used for outside education will be valuable as we try to move more classes

outdoors. This complements the trails that we are updating in the grove. The teamwork that the

administrative team demonstrates is complemented by the support staff. We have had several

emergency situations: the flooding of the elementary school and playground, and most recently

the burst pipe in the High School CAD lab which also caused damage to the main office. In both

cases the team showed up and went straight to work getting our schools ready for students

without missing a day. It is an honor to work with such professionals.

COVID-19 has been challenging with everchanging guidance from the New York State Education

Department, the Erie County Department of Health, and the New York State Department of

Health. Many times, their guidance is contradictory. Therefore, we need to sift through the

information daily and do what is best to keep our students safe and in school. It is not a perfect

system, but we are doing the best we can under the circumstances. It could not be done without

the support of our team and Gabby Clark, our COVID 19 safety officer.

I am halfway through my first year back and I am feeling optimistic about our future.

Eric Lawton

 


